[Familial medullary carcinoma of the thyroid. The usefulness of ultrasonography and Doppler color].
Medullary carcinoma of the thyroid (MCT) is an uncommon malignant neoplasm, which occurs sporadically and in three familial syndromes with a dominant autosomal transmission mode. We studied a family of 13 members in which four of them (two males and two females: sons, mother and niece) were involved with MCT. All of them underwent mode-B echography and colour-Doppler echography and pulsed colour Doppler, with measurement of carcinoembryonic antigen (CEA) and calcitonin, in an attempt to delineate a pattern useful to differentiate malignant from benign thyroid pathology. Colour Doppler signal was of little usefulness for histologic characterization in function of vascularization, although it was useful for delineating nodules in non-homogeneous glands.